SNUBBING   A  JUDGE                              2g
wantonly provoked, and found the polite manners of the
English Courts both surprising and pleasant. However, these
rude methods were really only symptomatic of a real and
sturdy independence at the Irish Bar. Impartial observers
have often criticised the English Bar for undue subservience,
in outward manners at any rate, to the Bench. This was very
different in Ireland ; according to Sir Thomas Molony, the
last Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, who bravely kept up all
the pomp and circumstance of the Judges of Assize through
the dangerous times of the Rebellion, a Judge in Ireland
would be rather surprised if his suggestion was accepted by
counsel ; Judges were not infrequently made to apologise to
counsel in open Court, and even Palles, great lawyer that
he was, was not too proud to do this on at least one occasion.
Carson at any rate was determined not to be set upon in
Court. Mr. Justice Lawson, although a just man, had a very
rude tongue, and Carson, as a young man, was afraid of
him. However, after he had been abused a number of times
by Lawson, he was determined to have it out with him.
Carson was once appearing for a solicitor, whose profes-
sional status was at stake, before three Judges, sitting
" in bank." After hearing Carson for a while, Lawson
blurted out roughly, " Mr. Carson, you've got no case."
Carson, unperturbed, continued for another twenty min-
utes, only to be interrupted again by Lawson's " Mr.
Carson, I say you've got no case." Carson then turned
politely to Lawson with that grim dignity of his which was
powerful even in so young a man. " My lord," he said, cc I
heard you say that twenty minutes ago and knew it would
be useless to argue the merits of my case with your lordship.
Since then I have not addressed one word to your lordship ;
I've been addressing the other Judges, and may I be allowed
to go on without your lordship's interruptions ? " Such
perseverance and independence were rewarded by a majority
judgment for Edward Carson's client. Mr. Justice Lawson
had been taught a lesson by Carson, as many Judges were
thereafter, but he bore no ill-will. Afterwards, when Lawson
was about to go on the Leinster Circuit, he met Carson in
the Courts. ** Did you know I was coming the Leinster, Ned